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Amendments to the Clauns 

Please replace the previous sei of pending claims with the following complete set of pending claims, 

1. (Previously Presented) A pre-closed absorbent article for fitting about a wearer's body to contain 
excreta and/or bodily exudates, comprising: 

a containment assembly having a front waist region, a back waist region opposed to the front 
waist region, a crotch region disposed between the front waist region and the back waist 
region, a front end edge, a back end edge, side edges comprising portions defining leg 
openings when the absorbent article is closed, leg opening margins, a longitudinal 
centerline, a lateral cenierlinc, a topshcct, a backsheet, and an absorbent core disposed at 
least partially between the topsheet and the backsheet, 

at least one of the leg opening margins having an elastic extensibility of at least about 60 
percent when the absorbent article is elastically extended laterally by a 5 kg lateral 
spreading force appUed at an uppermost distal point of each of the leg opening margins, and 

at least one outer leg cuff having an elastic extensibility of at least about 60 percent when the 
absorbent article is elastically extended laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreading force, 

wherein the outer leg cuff is wrapped over at least one of the portions of one of the side edges 
defining one of the leg openings. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff 

is curved. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein the outer leg cuff is discrete. 

6. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 5 wherein the outer leg cuff has first and second ends joined 

to encircle at least one of the leg openings. 

7. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein the outer leg cuff comprises a 

laminate. 
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8. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein the outer leg cuff is differentially 

elastically extensible. 

9. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 8 wherein the outer leg cuff comprises at least a first portion 

having an elastic extensibility of at least about lOO percent. 

10. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein the leg opening margin is differentially 

elastically extensible. 

1 1. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 10 wherein the leg opening margin comprises at least three 

portions having differential elastic extensibility. 

12. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 11 wherein at least one of the three portions of the leg 

opening margin has an elastic extensibility of at least about 100 percent. 

13. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein at least one of the leg openings has an 

orientation angle of about 30 degrees or less when, the absorbent article is elastically extended 
laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreading force. 

14. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 1 having a crotch region flat lateral width equal to or less 

than about 30% of an overall flat lateral width of the absorbent article when the absorbent article is 
elastically extended laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreading force. 

1 5. (Original) A pre-closed absorbent article for fiuing about a wearer's body to contain excreta and/or 

bodily exudates, comprising: 

a) a containment assembly having a front waist region, a back waist region opposed to the front 
waist region, a crotch region disposed between the front waist region and the back waist 
region, a frx)nt end edge, a back end edge, side edges comprising portions defining leg 
openings when the absorbent article is closed, leg opening margins, a longitudinal 
centcriine. a lateral centerline. a topsheet, a backsheet, and an absorbent core disposed at 
least partially between the topsheet and the backsheet, at least one of the leg opening 
margins having an elastic extensibility of at least about 60 percent when the absorbent 
article is elastically extended laterally by a 5 kg lateral spreading force applied at an 
uppermost distal point of each of the leg opening margins; and 
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b) at least one curved discrete outer leg cuff having an elastic extensibility of at least about 60 
percent v^rhen the absorbent article is elasticaily extended laterally by the 5 kg lateral 
spreading force, the outer leg cuff being wrapped over at least one of the portions of one of 
the side edges defining one of the leg openings, the outer leg cuff comprising first and 
second ends joined to encircle at least one of the leg openings. 

16. (Original) An absorbent article for fitting about a wearer's body to contain excreta and/or bodily 
exudates, comprising: 

a containment assembly having a front waist region, a back waist region opposed to the front 
waist region, a crotch region disposed between the front waist region and the back waist 
region, a front end edge, a back end edge, side edges comprising portions defying leg 
openings when the absorbent article is closed, leg opening margins, a fastening system, a 
longitudinal centerline, a lateral centerline. a topsheet, a backshect, and an absorbent core 
disposed at least partially between the topsheet and the backsheet, 

at least one of the leg opening margins having an elastic extensibility of at least about 60 
percent when the absorbent article is elasticaily extended laterally by a 5 kg lateral 
spreading force applied at an uppermost distal point of each of the leg opening margins. 

17. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 16 wherein the leg opening margin is differentially 

elasticaily extensible. 

18. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 17 wherein the leg opening margin comprises at least three 

portions having differential clastic extensibility. 

19. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 16 wherein at least one of tiie leg openings has an 

orientation angle of about 30 degrees or less when the absorbent article is elasticaily extended 
laterally by tiie 5 kg lateral spreading force. 

20. (Original) The absorbent article of claim 16 having a crotch region flat lateral width equal to or less 

than about 30% of an overall flat lateral width of the absorbent article when the absort)ent article is 
elasticaily extended laterally by Utc 5 kg lateral spreading force. 

21. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 10 further comprising at least one 
substantially straight discrete outer leg cuff wrapped over at least one of the portions of one of the 
side edges defining one of the leg openings, the outer leg cuff comprising a first end disposed in an 
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upper front quadrant of a circumference of the one of the leg openings and a second end disposed 
in a back quadrant of the circumference of the one of the leg openings to at least partially encircle 
the one of the leg openings. 

22. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 17 farther comprising at least one 
substantially straight discrete outer leg cuff wrapped over at least one of the portions of one of the 
side edges defining one of the leg openings, the outer leg cuff comprising a first end disposed in an 
upper front quadrant of a circumference of the one of the leg openings and a second end disposed 
in a back quadrant of the circumference of the one of the leg openings to at least partially encircle 
the one of the leg openings. 

23. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 1 further comprising at least one outer leg cuff 

comprising an incrementally stretched laminate having an elastic extensibility of at least about 60 
percent when the absorbent article is elastically extended laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreading 
force. 

24. (Cancelled) 

25- (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 23 wherein the outer leg cuff is folded such 
that a free edge of the outer leg cuff is disposed adjacent to an inner surface of the containment 
assembly. 

26. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 25 wherein at least a portion of the outer leg 

cuff is continuous with the backsheet. 

27. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 16 further comprising at least one outer leg 

cuff comprising an incrementally stretched laminate having an elastic extensibility of at least about 
60 percent when the absorbent article is elastically extended laterally by the 5 kg lateral spreading 
force. 

28. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 27 wherein at least a portion of the outer leg 

cuff is wrapped over at least one of the portions of one of the side edges defining one of the leg 
openings. 
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29. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 28 wherein the outer leg cuff is folded such 

that a free edge of the outer leg cuff is disposed adjacent to an mner surface of the containment 
assembly. 

30. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article of claim 29 wherein at least a portion of the outer leg 

cuff is continuous with the backsheet. 

31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently Amended) Tho absorbent artiolo of claim 31 An absorbent article for fttting at)Out a 

wearer's bodv to contain excreta an d/or bodilv exudates, comprising: 

A rnntainment assembly havtnp a front w aist region, a back waist region opposed to the front 
waist region, a crotch region disi^os e d between the front waist repion and the back wai?t 
re gion, sid e ed pes comprisinf? portions definin p; lep openinps when the absorbent article is 
closed, leg opening margins, a topsheet a backsh eet. and an absorbent core disposed at least 
partially between the topsheet and the ba cksheet. and 
at least one outer leg cuff comprising an incrementallv stretched laminate, 
wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff is wrapped over at least one of the portions of 
one of the side edges defining one of the leg openings. 

33. (Currently Amended) The absorbont OiticlG of claim 32 An absorbent article foir fitting about a 

wearer's bodv to contain excreta an d/or bodilv exudates, comprising: 

a rnntainment assemblv havin g a front waist region, a back waist region opposed tO the front 
waist region, a crotch region di^osed between the front waist region and the back wais t 
region, side ed ges comprising portio n s defining \ep openings when the absorbent article . is 
closed, leg opening margins, a topsheet. a bac k sh eet and an abs orbent core disposed at least 
partially between the topsheet and the b acksheet. and 
at least one outer leg cuff comprising an increm entallv stretched laminate, 
wherein at least a nortion of the outer leg cu f f is wrapped over at least one of the portions of 

one of the side edges defi ning one of the leg openings, and 
vherein the outer leg cuff is folded such that a free edge of the outer leg cuff is disposed 
adjacent to an inner surface of the containment assembly. 



wli 



34. (Currently Amended) Ttoabsorbont orticlG of claim ^ An absorbent article for fitting about a . 
wearer's bodv to contain excreta and/or bodilv exudates, comprisina: 
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a containin&nt assembly having a front waist region^ a back waist re^on ot)tx)scd to the front 
waist region, a crotch region disposed between the front waist region and the back waist 
repion. side edges comprising portions defining leg openings when the absorbent article is 
closed, leg opening margins, a topsheet a backsheet. and an absorbent core disp osed at least 
partially between the topsheet and the backsheet. and 

at least one outer leg cuff comprising an incrementally stretched laminate, 

wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff is wrapped over at least one of the portions of 
one of the side edges defining one of the leg openings, and 

wherein the outer leg cuff is folded such that a free edge of the out er leg cuff is disposed 
adjacent to an inner surface of the containment ass embly, and 

wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff is continuous with the backsheet. 

35. (CanceUed) 

36. (Currently Amended Thn nhy^nrhf>nr nrticln of olaim 35 A pre-closed ab s orbent article for fitting^ 

about a wearer's body to contain excreta and/or bodil y exudates, comprising: 

a containment assembly haying a front waist region, a back waist re gion opposed to the front 
waist region, a crotch region disposed between the f ront waist region and the back waist 
region, side edges comprising portions defining leg openings wh en the absorbent article is 
closed, leg opening margins, a topsheet. a backsheet, and an absor bent core disposed at least 
partially between the topsheet and the backsheet. and 
at least one outer leg cuff comprising an incrementally stretche d laminate, 
wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff is wrapped oyer at least one of the portions of 
one of the side edges defming one of the leg openings. 



37. (Currently Amended T h e obGorb c nt artiolo of claim 36 A pre<lo^d absorbent article for fitting 
about a wearer's body to contain excreta and/or bo dily exudates, comprising: 

a containment a^ssembly haying a front waist rsgion. a back waist re gion opposed to the front 
waist region, a crotch region disposed between the front waist region and the back waist 
region, side edf^es comprising portions defming le g openings when the absorbent article .is 
closed, leg opening margins, a topsheet. a backsheet. and an absorbent core disposed at least 
partiaUy between the topsheet and the backsheet. and 
at least one outer leg cuff comprising an incremen tally stretched laminate, 
wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff is wrapped over at least one of the portions of 
pne of the side edges defining one of the leg op enings, and 
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whereiti the outer leg cuff is folded such that a free edge of the outer leg cuff is disposed 
adjacent to an inner surface of the containment assembly. 

38. (Currently Amended Tho uLJorbont orr i clo of claim 37 A pre-clo^ absorbent amcle for fittinc , 
,K^..r . ^.^r^'^ hodv to ^»nr«in excreta and/or bodily e;^ndates, cpmprising: 

. ..».n,hlv havi n.^ ^ front waist region . hack waist region oppos«^ to the front 

r. p.n . ern r^h r. fnnn di.Dosed be.t>^>.e.n the from wMst region and the back waist 
.-.A. cnmp^^i^.^ r^inn^ defining le.^ otvninrs whr-n rh. absorbent article i^ 

.w.^ l. f,»nP,nin«.mar ^ n^ . mn.h^et. a b^rkshee.t and an absorbent core di.<iposed a^least 
pflitiallv betwo-ftn the topsh tv^t and the backsheet, and 
i».cr on. ^nre.r leg >-.ff rnmnrismg an incrementally stn-tched laminate. 

l.«.r . nortion o ^rh. nnr.r 1^^ cuff is wrapped over at Iri^sr one of the pQrtionS pf . 
^np. of the sid - ^ '^r s riefini nff of.e of the leff openings. 
..>,,^;n rh^. onte.r leg cuf f »c folHed .nch that a free, edge Of the ont.>r lep cuff is disposed . 

^rt jaeent to an inn^r surfac e »f rontainnvnt a.ssembly, anA 
wherein at least a portion of the outer leg cuff is continuous with the backsheet 
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